The Symposium included 32 oral and poster contributions, encompassing a wide variety of subjects, from plants to invertebrates and vertebrates, from widespread temporal and geographic ranges and with a broad range of methodological scopes, by authors from a more than interesting diversity of countries (and continents), such as Argentina, Australia, Brazil, China, Germany, Great Britain, Japan, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the USA, just considering the first authors. Twelve of the original 32 contributions were submitted to this volume and its content is more biased to vertebrates and South America (and mostly Argentina), than originally expected by us.
Despite this constraint, the papers in this volume cover a wide range of topics and are written by both experts in their field and young researchers, who are bringing 'fresh air' to palaeontological research in South America, focusing more and more on palaeobiology. Using modern devices, methodologies and approaches, they are dealing with issues that were previously treated in a more intuitive way by palaeontologists who had to solve systematic, phylogenetic and biostratigraphic problems. As a consequence, the reconstruction of the biology of extinct taxa is becoming more the result of testing and generating hypotheses than of inductivism.
Due to the wide scope of the papers, they are arranged by broad issues. This volume starts with two articles on invertebrates The Editors would like to thank all those who contributed to the Symposium, and the organisers of the IV International Palaeontological Congress. We are indebted to the authors who contributed final articles to this Special Issue of the Earth & Environmental Science Transactions of The Royal Society of Edinburgh. Also to Mike Benton as the Overseeing Editor for the journal, the reviewers and, most particularly, to Vicki Hammond for all the work done to make the publication of this volume possible.
